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A word from our President

Hello fellow U3Aers,

I wish you all a wonderful and fulfilling
year with our reborn U3A.

| must start by thanking our committee
who have worked tirelessly over the last
months to get everything up and running
for this year. Thanks also to the patient
partners who have given so much support
and understanding. Unfortunately there
will always be a few niggles but we are
doing our best to fix these as soon as
possible.

This year we will be computerised. Thank
you to Gail Quilliam who has taken on the
tremendous task of keeping statistics and
programs on the new data base. Our
wonderful Jeanie Wannan was pleased to
be relieved of this responsibility as she
has just heard that she has a macula
blindness in one eye. We will still use
Jeanie's expertise in other areas of the
office.

| am so proud of our U3A. Last year, at
Chisholm we ended up with 32 courses
which were poorly attended and we
averaged 260 members over the year. In
2011, | can tell you, we have seven
computer courses and a long waiting list.
We have 12 language classes, six
exercise classes, three literature and
writing classes and 17 other subjects.
A total of 51 subjects to choose from. We
now have over 445 members and still
counting.

A special welcome to the new tutors and a
vote of gratitude to those tutors, who on
seeing the numbers, agreed to take on
extra classes. We would never have
reached this amazing result without their
loyal support.

The new pay system of collecting the
$1.00 per class is going well and we have
had little adverse comment.
Note: TUTORS DO NOT PAY.

The key system needs a little more
improvement and David Abbott has spent
many hours on the phone to get the bugs
ironed out.

Our L.T. man, John Tennison-Woods (a
member of the Frankston Rotary Sunrise
club), arranged with them to present U3A
with a cheque for $600.00 to be used in
our computer room.

Our A.G.M. will be on 18th March. Further
details within this Newsletter.

Thank you to those of you who have
offered to volunteer time in the reception
office. Those who responded have fitted in
well. Everyone who comes to the window
has been greeted with a welcoming smile.

This is a special edition of our Newsletter,
our first from our new campus. | hope you
enjoy it. A very special thank you to John
Tinney (who has done the Newsletter over
the years) and to new man on the block,
Ross McLennan, for joining our team.
Frankston U3A congratulates Geoff Shaw
on his election to the State Parliament.
We thank Geoff for kindly agreeing to help
with the printing of this Newsletter.

| hope to see you at the A.G.M., or on
campus.

With friendly greetings,
Gail Dudeck.
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We, at Frankston U3 A, were delighted to welcome the C.E.O. of Frankston Council,
George Moderich and our new Mayor, Kris Bolam when they visited our campus on
Monday. February 14. They were most impressed by the computer room, the art
class and the cryptic crossword class.

George made a suggestion that he would like to see us start an afternoon Ballroom
Dancing class! (Who knows? We filled the Belly Dancing class — why not
Ballroom Dancing?)

Mayor Kris Bolam has agreed to be guest speaker at our A.G.M. He is interested in
bringing out the best of all ages.

Left to right:
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If you've noticed a few haggard faces
around the place recently it's probably
because, for the past six months, your
ten-member Committee of Management
has been putting in considerable effort
and long hours to bring about the most
significant change and improvement
U3A Frankston has ever seen. Below is
a chronology of the accomplishments of
the past half year. It makes for pretty
good reading.

It is worth reminding repeat members,
and informing new members, that U3A
Frankston 1is an entirely voluntary
organization — none of your
Committee members, tutors, reception
staff, or special duties personnel are
paid any wage whatsoever. Within
reason, we all try our best to make our
organisation run as smoothly and
effectively as possible. For the most part
that is the case but, without full-time
paid help, there is bound to be the
occasional glitch. Please bear with us if
your name tags aren't quite ready yet or
if your class has one or two more
students than you expected. We're in a
transition period and, all things
considered, a tremendous amount has
been accomplished.

As explained elsewhere in this
newsletter, our A.G.M. will take place
in just over a month's time. As usual,

! The good work that has
been done over the past year needs

fine-tuning and new ideas. YOU could
be an important part of that process.
Please see Jeanie in the Office for
nomination papers as soon as possible.
The more, the merrier!
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- EARLY AUGUST 2010 - After
three years of searching for a new,
improved location your
Committee comes to a negotiated
agreement with Frankston Council
and John Paul College to move
into our current Stella Maris Centre
location.

- LATE AUGUST 2010 - The
interior of our prospective new
home is completely renovated: new
kitchen area built, walls painted,
new carpeting laid.

- MID-LATE SEPTEMBER 2010 -
In the space of two weeks, your
Committee (with help from
Frankston Council), packs all our
belongings at our former Chisholm
TAFE location, moves into our
sparkling new premises, unpacks
and distributes all furniture and
belongings.

- EARLY OCTOBER 2010 - Term 4
classes commence at our new
location. Lot's of positive
comments and enthusiasm for the
future.
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2010 -
A sub-committee is formed to
implement a computerized
database to streamline member
registrations and course
enrolments. A lengthy process, not
without its complications and some
minor glitches; but now being
fine-tuned for our future benefit.

LATE NOVEMBER 2010 - Our
2011 Enrolment process begins. It
soon becomes apparent that, with
the regular promotion of our new,
improved location and adjacent
parking facilities, our membership
numbers will increase.

EARLY-MID JANUARY 2011 -
Negotiations with SE Water and
Frankston Sunrise Rotary Club are
finalized, resulting in the
acquisition of wvastly updated
computers and new LCD monitors
for our Computer Classroom.

MID-LATE JANUARY 2011 - A
huge effort is made by Committee
to accommodate as many members
as possible into the courses of their
choice. With the generosity of our
tutors, more than 20 additional
courses are added to our roster.

EARLY FEBRUARY 2011 -
Classes commence for 2011,
smoothly for the most part, but not
without a few hiccups and some
valuable lessons learned. A new
class fee structure is developed and

implemented to fund our annual
$20,000 rental cost (sounds like a

lot, but it is actually less than the
going rate for renting a house at
$400+ per week.)

-%$% $% %'r

/ 012 in membership:
from 310 1n 2010 to 3415 6177
* 402 in the number of
classes offered: 32 in 2010 — 00
6177

AND — If YOU can help by offering to
tutor, volunteer or stand for a committee
position, the prospect of even bigger
and better things to come!!

WERITERS TAKE TO
THE AIR

Our U3A
Creative Writers
have again been
invited to
participate on
the 3RPP
“Writers at
Work” program
which airs each Monday at 9:00 am.

Members from our group will be
guests on the program on Monday,
April 11, reading samples of their
recent works.

3RPP is the Mornington Peninsula’s
Community Radio Station and can be
heard on 98.7 FM and 98.3 FM.
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H starting 2011 and looking
forward to another year of interesting
walks. Our ‘Rambling All Over’ group
has grown to 38 walkers. It looks like
the word has got about that we enjoy
our little strolls, chatting with all our
friends along the way. We welcome all
the new members to our friendly walk

group.

Our first walk was on Wednesday,
February 9, starting off from the
Frankston pier car park at 9:30am —
along the Kananook Creek, seeing how
much the creek had changed with all the
rain water recently. The raging flow
certainly altered the sides and the
overhanging bushes, giving the creek a
good flush out. We crossed over the
creek via one of the many bridges and
over Nepean Highway at the traffic
lights, then back down the trail along

the beach to the tennis club, strolling
through Long Island to the boardwalk,
looking at all the names on it. Of course
we know a lot of the people and
associations (including Frankston U3A)
whose names are engraved on it. Then
back to the BBQ area at the pier car
park — finishing up with our lunch.

We are now looking forward to our next
walk to the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne. More about that in the next
newsletter.

As a group we discussed how well the
new U3A premises at the Stella
Maris Centre has worked out.
Congratulations to our hard working
U3A committee who have made the
move seem just a matter of fact. A lot of
effort by the working group arranging
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all the new classes etc.,

new learning.

By the way,
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a very
demanding job done well. And heaps
of new members, many of whom have
joined our ‘Rambling All Over’ group.
Our new class rooms certainly should
help Frankston U3A grow and grow.
Our group is going to tell all our
friends to come to Frankston U3A and
enjoy good company doing all sorts of

we have heaps of
interesting walks planned for the rest
of 2011. If any of our U3A newsletter
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readers would Ilike further
information about ‘Rambling All
Over’, do not hesitate to contact Bill
Blackham any evening after dinner
on 9785 7896. He will be happy to

answer any questions you might have.

Bill's email address 1is
pbzim@jinternode.on.net should you
want to use your computer to ask any
questions. We old ones are really
getting up with the modern times.
You ask —

£

The Frankston U3 A web site
can be viewed at the web

address: http://www.u3af.org/.

You will find that some of the pages will
require a USER NAME and PASSWORD
to gain entry.

The USER NAME is your Christian Name
plus the first two (2) letters of your
Surname; and the PASSWORD is the last
four (4) digits of your phone number.

EEEEEE R

In both cases you
phone number

s

use your name and

PrE



6060660066660 666000660 060

& i ®
th__ Ram r ——

4 - .

0‘ By

MORE M Geatle Wa'ks and 2 Chat 1'1 #
PHOTOS g
FROM OUR
EXPO IN
OCTOBER

R A R AR AR A A A A A A A R A A A g

Z
v

-
.

R AN AN A A A A A A AN A AN A AN A AN AN AN A AN A A

POOCOOPOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO OGO

Ramblers

Writers

Crafts



ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
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All current Committee Members must step down;
however, those that wish, may seek re-election.

U3A Frankston has ten (10) Committee Members, including
the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.

> uw
73 6177

All fully paid-up members are eligible to stand for election
and all nominations will be considered.

Even if not standing for election, please come on the day.
() )+ 1) 2 + 3
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* — You may have

noticed that, over the holiday season,
we outfitted our Computer Classroom
with considerably updated computers
and brand new LCD monitors. Not only
that, all are now connected to the
internet, allowing for ‘emailing’ and
‘surfing’ to become major components
of our computer courses.

None of this would have been possible
without the generous assistance of
+ T , who donated the
computer CPU’s, and the
) , who made a
generous donation towards the purchase
of the new monitors.

Not only would we like to publicly
thank these two organizations — we
would also like to single out two of our
own tutors/committee members for
initiating the process
that led to these
acquisitions.

@ (recently
retired from SE
Water and now a new
member and tutor at
U3A Frankston) and
> A
" (local
Rotary member and
U3A Frankston
tutor/Committee
member) were both
instrumental in
liaising with their

10

respective organizations to bring about
our transition from old to new
equipment. Thanks from all of us, Mark
and John.

- - With the
replacement of our older inventory of
computer equipment we now have
several monitors and computers to
either give away to our members or
drop off at the local recycling depot.

*

B C
— they are located

in (9% ) 6 along the side wall and

may serve you well as starter or backup
computers/monitors. Please realize that
there is no guarantee as to their
reliability or longevity.




FRANKSTON FEATURES
IN NETWORK NEWSLETTER

The clipping featured below, appeared in the January 2011 issue of
the _ = /D i :

Now 2 (  knows how good we are becoming!

Frankston U3A On the Move

On Wednesday 29th September Manager's office, the Secretary’s Most courses are now filled with
our U3A was moved “holus office plus a Reception area, toilet us having to create more classes
bolus” from the old and outdated facilities, new kitchen and adjacent for Beginners and Advanced
portables at Chisholm/Tafe, a lounge room. The class rooms are Computers and more Tai Chi
site where we had virtually no bright and airy with white boards times and we have the room
parking available, to our new and all the necessary equipment to do it. The whole move has
address at Stella Maris Centre, for teaching classes. All areas have been exciting, overwhelming
John Paul College, Mc.Mahons been painted and carpeted and best and seriously hard work. The
Rd., Frankston. Here we have of all - we have ample parking for Committee members and
three large classrooms, aseparate  all our members! volunteer helpers have outdone
room housing 10 computers, a . ~ themselves. Frankston Council
A special feature is  gaye excellent assistance, as did
the establishment of = john payl College administration

a "Kiosk” facility = 3nd maintenance staff.
two computers easily

accessed by all members  We look forward to the future
for their personal use. growth of Frankston U3A and

take this opportunity to wish
The number of courses/ 31| Y3A members Statewide a
subjects offered has w555y Christmas and Wonderful
gone from 33 atthe old  New Year” as we indulge in
site with approximately | earing in Retirement” Special
300 membersto 50 with  vGood Wishes” to all at U3A
eight new tutors and a  Network.

rise in members to 450 President Gail Dudeck

and still growing. December 2010 I
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In our Creative Writing class, we never quite know what to expect.
Most-times our members write in prose and just occasionally in
rhyme. This little poetic gem 1s the work of Kathleen Forest, a
long-time and beloved member of our class.

| only do it once a year

I only do it once a year, when I'm absolutely keen.
My husband thinks I'm dreadful and oh so awfully, awfully mean.

Well, its just that I don't get the urge, you girls know the feeling surely.
It's just a bloody nuisance. When I start — I feel quite poorly.

I reckon once a year’s enough when you’re rusty and decrepit.
When the feeling’s gone completely and you run from hot to tepid.

So, I only do it once a year, [ know I should do more.
Its a job now not a pleasure — and it bores me to the core.

So now that I am older its just become a bore.
I make excuses — a headache, or my back is oh so sore.

I watch the telly whilst doing it, my mind just wanders off.
I think that I am on my own, ’till I hear my husband cough.

My husband says “just leave it love”. He does not mind the wrinkles.
I have lost the strong desire and his eyes have lost their twinkles.

I am talking about the ironing, well you knew that of course.
I dislike it with a passion, I say with no remorse.

So I only do it once a year, is that really so pathetic?
Times have changed, no ironing now, clothes are all synthetic.

When I buy a garment now, I ask "does that need ironing dear,
Because I hate the job intensely and I iron just once a year".

And the other thing you’re thinking of, well that makes me shed a tear.
We cannot do that anymore — not even once a year!

Kathleen Forest.
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